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Editorial Comment...

On Monday night the Newport City Council voted, 3-1, to allow 
ATVs on city streets next year, on a trial basis.

By and large we think the Council took its cue from area business 
owners and restaurant owners who said they saw increases in busi-
ness on weekends of between 25 and 35 percent.

That’s hard to ignore in struggling communities.
We’ve visited towns that welcome ATVs in northern Coos County 

and see what an extraordinary impact ATVs have there. Hotels and 
restaurant lots all appear completely full on weekends in Berlin, for 
instance.

We remember in 2010 when the Vermont Agency of Natural Re-
sources issued a decision to allow ATV use on state land. That could 
have been a turning point in the region’s economic development. But 
the Conservation Law Foundation and Vermont Natural Resources 
Council squawked so loudly that you couldn’t hear the roar of ATV 
engines over them.

A year later (then) ANR boss Deborah Markowitz pulled the rug 
out from under the Vermont All Terrain Vehicle Association (VASA), 
a legislative creation for ATV enthusiasts, by abruptly banning the 
use of ATVs on public lands. The move had the full backing of Peter 
Shumlin.

We thought that decision was a bad one, and ignored the potential 
economic benefit of ATVs to Vermont.

We don’t ride much anymore, but in our view, the best strategy for 
the state is to allow riders on clearly established, regulated trails with 
oversight. It works extremely well with snow machines and could go 
a long way to invigorating NEK towns that are reeling economically.

And why not? State lands are bought and managed with tax dollars 
from everyone. We should all embrace multiple uses.

We think the Newport City Council is wise to experiment. We 
imagine this is a first step toward normalizing traffic that eventually 
will reap significant economic rewards for the area.

Let ‘Em Ride

Amanda Cochrane

What does justice 
look like for sur-
vivors of domestic 
violence? The an-
swer will vary from 
survivor to survivor. 
Sometimes justice 
means that the abus-
er gets charged with 
a domestic assault, sometimes it 
means the survivor getting a re-
lief from abuse order against an 
abusive partner. Sometimes jus-
tice doesn’t involve the judicial 
system at all.

When I think of justice for the 
survivors with whom we work 
I think about them living in an 
environment where abuse is not 
tolerated. A just community is 
one where the social contract 
takes seriously gendered vio-
lence and doesn’t tolerate it. 
It’s an environment where those 
who use violence against their 
partners feel extreme social 
pressure from acquaintances, 
family members, co-workers, 
employers and elected officials 
to cultivate healthy behaviors in 
relationships. All people are free 
and safe from harm.

A just society where power 
and control is not used to harm 
others is hard to imagine. We see 
it in countless examples – from 
bullying in the schoolyard to the 
persistence of anti-immigrant 
and racist ideologies. Behaviors 
like these and domestic violence 
are inextricably linked. Despite 
this dynamic, we can choose to 
create a community here in the 
Northeast Kingdom where survi-
vors can feel there is a sense of 
justice for the harm abusive part-
ners have caused them.

Justice is not being made to 
feel crazy for talking about the 
abuse. It is being heard, believed, 

and supported.
Justice happens 

when survivors are 
shown empathy 
throughout the judi-
cial and legal pro-
cess. It is ensuring 
victims have the in-
formation they need 

to feel safe.
Justice is when community 

partners, friends and family un-
derstand the repercussions of in-
teractions with the abuser on the 
victim.

Justice is having the necessary 
resources in place to support sur-
vivors who are in the position 
to flee their circumstances. It is 
providing non-judgmental and 
trauma-informed support.

Justice is demonstrating sup-
port to survivors so they know 
that they are not alone. This 
Thursday, you have the opportu-
nity to do just that.

Join us this Thursday, October 
24 at 5:00 at the Welcome Cen-
ter in St. Johnsbury where we 
will convene and end a “Walk 
for Justice.” Participants will 
meet at the Welcome Center in 
St. Johnsbury and walk togeth-
er up Eastern Ave., across Main 
St., down Maple St. to head back 
to the Welcome Center via Rail-
road St. The walk will end with 
a short reflection and opportunity 
to honor survivors. Warm drinks 
will be available.

This event is being organized 
and sponsored by the Caledonia 
and Southern Essex County Do-
mestic Violence Task Force. The 
aim is to honor survivors while 
bringing awareness to the com-
munity of the prevalence of do-
mestic violence.

Amanda Cochrane is the Ex-
ecutive Director of Umbrella.

Letters To The Editor ...
School Bond Vote

To the Editor:
I appreciate Superintendent Dr. 

Brian Ricca responding to my re-
cent question on the school bond 
vote. However, I think it is quite 
a stretch to call moving the main 
office from its current location in 
the building to the main entrance 
as “building mechanical upgrades 
and replacements”. It is not up-
grading or replacing anything me-
chanical in the building. It is a ma-
jor modification of the floor plan of 
the building. I feel the wording in 
the bond warning is misleading at 
best and improper at worst.

It is also unfortunate that both 
walk-throughs are at the same time 
on two consecutive Monday eve-
nings. Other organizations in town 
meet on Monday evenings. Many 
people are also just getting home 
from work at that time. This makes 
it difficult or impossible for many, 
like myself that have commitments 
on Monday evenings, to make it to 
these walk-throughs. Although the 

school board has said they want 
more community involvement, 
this type of scheduling doesn’t 
help toward achieving that goal.

David Askren
St. Johnsbury, Vermont

Our Populist  
President &  
America’s Pastime

To the Editor:
The 2019 World Series between 

the Washington Nationals and the 
Houston Astros should be exciting. 
An historic part of America’s past 
time is the President’s appearance 
at a World Series game, so what 
might President Trump, self-pro-
claimed champion of the common 
man, do?

Will he throw out the first ball at 
a game? Will he shake hands, slap 
backs, take a box seat, and enjoy a 
hot dog and a beer among those he 
claims to admire? (Not likely.)

Will he pretend to watch from 
the comfort of an executive suite 

high above the field where no one 
can document his disinterest in 
the game and dislike of the fans 
assembled beneath him? (More 
likely.)

Will he assign Vice President 
Mike Pence to appear before a 
large crowd that cannot be vetted 
to include only rabid admirers? 
(Even more likely.)

One can only hope for some-
thing so mundane. The Trump ad-
ministration has clearly mastered 
crowd manipulation and control 
of the narrative, and I fear an in-
cident that makes Donald Trump 
the victim of “left-wing hatred” 
and thus the focus of media atten-
tion and “spin.” I can imagine a 
chanting group of TRUMP 2020 
admirers whose carefully planned 
presence invites volleys of “boos,” 
and perhaps even violence. So I 
pray for continued patience among 
those of us who are exhausted by 
his incompetent and mendacious 
presidency. Donald Trump’s polit-
ical death throes will be prolonged 
and disgusting, but let’s not assist 

him in turning it into a self-righ-
teous and bloody soap opera about 
victimhood.

I wish us all well as we struggle 
to “stay calm and carry on.”

Tim Sturm
Lyndon, Vermont

DCF
To the Editor:
The article in the Vt. Digger 

about DCF (Vt. Dept of Children 
and Families) with former SRS 
Commissioner William Young 
commenting, was all wrong. I 
thought the primary mission of 
DCF is the protection of children, 
not as Young said, the legal rep-
resentation of parents in the fam-
ily court. Young said that parents 
“are too often the enemy before 
an investigation of child abuse is 
completed” and cases are brought 
without proper evidence.

I spend 20 years as a child pro-
tective services worker for the 
state of Vt and know this to be 
completely false. The court would 

What Is “Justice” For 
Domestic Violence Survivors?
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Homecoming & Spirit Week:  
A Celebration of Who We Are

Tom Lovett 

Twice a year we celebrate 
weekends that bring together peo-
ple of the Academy’s past, pres-
ent, and future. One of these, at 
the end of the year, starts with Last 
Chapel—when the juniors, sopho-
mores, and freshmen all move up 
to new seats in Fuller Hall to start 
to form the next year’s student 
body—and ends with Commence-
ment—when the senior class takes 
their place among the Academy 
alumni. In between, we celebrate 
Reunion Weekend, welcoming 
back hundreds of alumni, espe-
cially our special guests, the 50th 
Reunion Class. The result (besides 
a very busy schedule for the head-
master!) is a confluence of posi-
tive energy as various groups cel-
ebrate what they remember, what 
they have accomplished, and what 
they hope to do—all of which 
makes up who we are as a school 
community.

The other weekend like this is 
Homecoming Weekend, the cul-
mination of Spirit Week and the 
annual celebration of our rivalry 
with Lyndon Institute played out 
in The Game. The alumni who 
come back are usually young-
er, mostly recent grads. Among 
our current students, the fresh-
men are just getting their taste of 
what it means to plan and exe-
cute a hallway, skit, and float all 
within a week. But for the entire 
community, the Pep Chapel, pa-
rade, bonfire, pizza party, alumni 
gatherings, and game are reasons 
to come together and show our 
school spirit. Dr. Sharon Howell, 
who will take over as headmaster 
next July, accompanied me to all 
of these events (even making a 
cameo appearance in a skit, get-
ting her face painted, and serving 

pizza), and her com-
ment at the end was 
“I have never seen a 
school with this much 
school spirit!”

Three moments 
from this weekend 
stand out as iconic re-
minders of what con-
stitutes this spirit of the Academy. 
First, immediately after Pep Chap-
el (when Tommy and the Lovettes 
had sung for the last time), junior 
Geoffrey Hauver came to my of-
fice with a gift. He handed me 
a pink bracelet with the words 
“Love Wins” etched into it—a 
bracelet from the horrible week 
when we mourned the death of 
Melissa Jenkins in the spring of 
2012. Geoffrey had found it when 
his family was sorting his sister’s 
things, and he felt that it was right 
that I have it, as he felt it symbol-
ized the kind of school spirit that 
we have formed here over the past 
two decades. Needless to say, I 
was moved.

Then, at the annual football din-
ner, a tradition that goes back to 
the 1960’s when Ned Handy used 
to host the team at Ned’s Steak 
Grill before every game, Garrett 
Prince made a speech that also 
moved me. Garrett, the team man-
ager—after Athletic Director Da-
vid McGinn, Dr. Howell, Alumni 
Director Alan Ruggles, Coach 
Alercio, and I had all spoken—
spoke up and said, “Coach, I have 
something to say.” Instead of roll-
ing their eyes, as the dinner had 
gone long, the team erupted into 
cheers for “Big Gary”, and then he 
spoke. I am not going to get every 
word right, but the gist of what he 
said went something like this:

You guys are the best team I 

have ever seen. I love 
this team. I love this 
school. When I was in 
eighth grade, I had the 
choice of going to any 
school I wanted, and I 
chose this one. When 
I visited, I saw that 
everyone here tried to 

do two things—work hard and be 
nice—and I wanted to be the kind 
of person that worked hard and 
was nice, so I came here. And now 
I’m with you guys, and you have 
helped that become true.

The team erupted with a stand-
ing ovation, my heart was in my 
throat, and there were smiles all 
around the room. Garrett’s first 
job each practice is to share a 
compliment with someone—to 
give and receive a word of kind-
ness. That daily habit was a part of 
what he was talking about Friday 
night, and it was the kind of thing 
that drew him to this school com-
munity.

Finally, after The Game, Hunt-
er Palmieri handed me the game 
ball. In 36 years at the Academy, 
in 19 years as headmaster, I have 
received only one other—the ball 
from the first undefeated Division 
I Championship team in 2017. 
I had happened to see Hunter’s 
parents, Dana and Jen, as I got 
out of my car in Fenton Chester 
parking lot, and we talked brief-
ly about how the team had come 
together and how this version of 
The Game would be the last one I 
would watch as headmaster. Hunt-
er said that he wanted to hand me 
the ball after his first touchdown, 
but the referees wouldn’t let him. 
This post-game gift was better 
anyway. Not only did it symbol-
ize a great win, and not only did it 

mark the end of a streak where the 
Academy lost the last LI game of 
an outgoing headmaster’s tenure 
(Don Jacobs, Vince Durnan, and 
Bernier Mayo all saw the Hilltop-
pers lose in their last year), but it 
also symbolized the gratitude that 
Hunter and his team has for those 
who support them. I did nothing to 
help win that game, but the team 
through the gift of this ball, rec-
ognized that everyone—from As-
sistant Head for Campus Life Beth 
Choiniere and Athletic Director 
David McGinn to the coaches and 
Athletic Trainer Chris Despins to 
the cheerleaders and fans to the 
parents and alumni—everyone 
who attended the game or sup-
ported the team had some role in 
its success. Getting the game ball 
symbolized for me the same kind 
of gratitude that Garrett expressed 
and the same kind of acknowledg-
ment of our community spirit that 
Geoffrey showed.

I am glad that we only have a 
couple of these weekends a year, 
as they are emotionally and phys-
ically exhausting, but I am even 
more grateful that we have them. 
They give us a chance to put on 
display for the rest of the commu-
nity what we stand for, who we 
are, and what brings us together. 
I will miss being on stage with the 
Lovettes and running Pep Chapel, 
and I will miss serving pizza to so 
many members of our community, 
but I will always make sure that I 
never miss a Homecoming Week-
end or any version of The Game. 
As Sharon Howell said, few if any 
communities have these kinds of 
moments, and I love being a part 
of them.

Tom Lovett is Headmaster at St. 
Johnsbury Academy.
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