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Editorial Comment...

People are threatening and killing journalists around the world be-
cause they think they can get away with it. And all too often, they’re 
right.

The premeditated murder of Washington Post columnist Jamal 
Khashoggi captured worldwide attention in recent weeks, not least 
because of the gruesome circumstances of his death and the Saudi 
government’s ever more preposterous efforts to explain it. When two 
bombs turned up this week at the New York offices of CNN, it made 
national news because of the network’s high profile.

Yet most of those targeted in the assault on the free press world-
wide have garnered far less attention. So far this year, 68 journalists 
have been killed around the world, according to a tally the Globe 
compiled from press advocacy groups and news reports. That’s al-
most certainly an incomplete list.

When even the president of the United States — long a global 
beacon for free expression — endorses physical violence against re-
porters, it’s no wonder strongmen and gangsters think they can attack 
the press with impunity.

When reporters are killed, their deaths often receive attention 
that’s only proportional to the size of the organizations they worked 
for. The shooting death of independent YouTube journalist Zack 
Stoner in downtown Chicago in May, for instance, barely made the 
national news. But even reporters with local niche audiences are 
exposing truths that the public needs to know — and may cost the 
reporters their lives.

Threats to journalists at major organizations with resources to 
protect their staff are alarming in their own right. This newspaper 
received threats of violence earlier this year. But both in the United 
States and around the world, most people who gather news do so for 
small outlets with few and dwindling resources. Threats carry more 
weight against small publications or against independent journalists 
who work alone.

This year, reporters have been killed in war zones, in the presumed 
safety of their own homes, and everywhere in between.

Around 3 p.m. on Jan. 13, Carlos Domínguez Rodríguez was 
stopped at a traffic light in Nuevo Laredo, not far from the Texas 
border, when two men opened the driver’s side door of his vehicle, 
yanked him out, and stabbed him 21 times. He was 77 years old and 
wrote columns about local politics.

Investigative reporter Ján Kuciak was shot in the chest and his 
girlfriend Martina Kusnírová in the head at their home in southwest-
ern Slovakia on Feb. 25. In life, he wrote about tax fraud by local 
politicians.

Navin Nischal wrote about child marriage for a newspaper in the 
town of Arrah in Northwestern India. On the evening of March 25, 
he was riding on a motorbike with another reporter when they were 
both run over by an SUV reportedly driven by the village chief.

In these three cases, the police have confirmed that the journalists 
became victims of violence because of the work that they did.

When governments and the officials who run them have secrets 
to hide, they’re only too happy to see the press in retreat. “Hostility 
towards the media, openly encouraged by political leaders, and the 
efforts of authoritarian regimes to export their vision of journalism 
pose a threat to democracies,” warned Reporters Without Borders in 
an annual report on press freedom around the world.

When demagogues stoke hostility on a big stage, the vitriol also 
spreads locally. Earlier this month, a viral photo of a bumper sticker 
on a truck in Brooklyn read: “Fight for the Truth / Punch a jour-
nalist.” Only after a gunman killed five people at the offices of the 
Capital Gazette in Annapolis, Md., this summer did the online retail-
er CafePress stop selling t-shirts that said “Rope. Tree. Journalist. / 
Some assembly required.”

Meanwhile, earlier this month at a political rally in Missoula, 
Mont., President Trump lavished praise on Representative Greg Gi-
anforte for attacking a reporter last spring. “Anybody that can do a 
body-slam,” Trump said, “that’s my kind of guy.”

From the bumper sticker to the president’s Twitter account, the 
assault on the free press is suffocating democracy. “The fact is that 
while we are awash in information, there are tremendous gaps in our 
knowledge of the world,” writes Joel Solomon, the executive direc-
tor of the Committee to Protect Journalists. “The gaps are growing as 
violent attacks against the media spike, as governments develop new 
systems of information control, and as the technology that allows in-
formation to circulate is co-opted and used to stifle free expression.”

Democracy is brittle. When Trump uses “enemy of the people” as 
an applause line, it echoes everywhere from the Philippines, where 
strongman Rodrigo Duterte rails against the “fake news,” to Hunga-
ry, which has seen an alarming decline in press freedom under the 
government of Viktor Orbán.

It was once possible to dismiss the rhetoric of rage — even from 
the powerful — as harmless ranting. But when hateful acts follow 
hateful speech, it’s democracy itself that suffers.

-Boston Globe, October 26
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To the Editor
Democrats on civility. Recent 

Antifa attacks in Portland, Ore-
gon and other cities. Antifa, the 
far left, masked thugs that spit at 
police, topple statues, break win-
dows burn and riot, gang up on 
people and beat them. They are 
the Democratic Party. Think I’m 
kidding? Antifa recently rioted in 
Portland, and pulled a 75 year old 
man from a car and beat him while 
he was trying to get home. Demo-
crat Maxine Waters call to “harass 
Republican lawmakers”, Hillary 
Clinton to “be uncivil against 
Republicans”. Senator Susan 
Collins, in Maine, has to be un-
der police protection, her family 
threatened with rape and murder, 
sent suspected nerve agent, ricin, 
in the mail by extreme Democrats.

Democrats are fair minded?? 
We saw the recent attack on Jus-
tice Kavanaugh. But the local 
Democrats just re-nominated Jeff 
Woodburn after he bit, punched 
and stalked his girlfriend for 9 
months. No “Me: To concern for 
ranking Democrat Keith Ellison’s 
girlfriend in Wisconsin after he 
beat up her up and there is ample 
evidence against him. No “Me:-
To” there.

The Democrats claims they are 
for working class people. Is that 
why us “deplorables”, are final-
ly doing well under Trump? The 
stock market into record highs, 
GDP July 2018, 4.1% (a year ear-
lier 2.1%). Unemployment among 
all groups, especially women and 
minorities, the lowest level in 40 
years.

I am snoozing at the Dem’s tired 
claim of Trump making the rich 
richer. The truth is that in Trump’s 
recent tax cut those making $200-

$500 K will see an increase, but 
every other bracket below will see 
a decrease (Facty Network, Infor-
mation About Tax Cuts and Job 
Act). “The average American will 
see a $1400 average tax cut this 
year”, says the Daily Signal. The 
Wall Street Journal claimed the 
US is “the world’s most competi-
tive economy for first time in a de-
cade”. Four million people able to 
get off of welfare and food stamps, 
the handcuffs of the Democrats on 
poor people.

The Dems feel under Trumps 
tax breaks “big, bad corporations” 
are getting rich (exceptioned of 
course by Dems for liberal far 
left groups like Facebook and 
Amazon). Up here in the north 
country we pine for the days of 
big corporation paper mill towns 
that brought prosperity. But today, 
small businesses in the US, which 
comprise estimated 80 % of all 
business, are also doing well, re-
lieved they are no longer strangled 
by the job defeating regulations 
of the Obama years. That’s why 
more new businesses have opened 
under Trump administration than 
under 8 years of the Obama eco-
nomic train wreck.

If you want to see the Dem’s 
dream of open borders, you won’t 
have to wait. As we speak, thou-
sands of Hondurans and Guatema-
lans are marching towards the US. 
The caravan of drugs, crime, child 
slavery, MS13 and cartel mem-
bers are coming as major part of 
this crowd. If the Dems have their 
way, these people will cross the 
border next week funded and en-
couraged by Democrats. And they 
are waiving Honduran and Guate-
malan flags, not US flags.

Lets get real, vote Republican. 
Keep the US safe, keep the pros-
perity going.

Nick Mike
Franconia, New Hampshire

Harlow-Jacobs 
For Sheriff

To the Editor:
Why? She is without a doubt 

the most qualified candidate for 
the job. She will bring with her 
a proven wealth of knowledge, 
skill and experience. Not to men-
tion a desire to grow and reshape 
the stagnant department our cur-
rent Sheriff is content to continue 
with. Please do not be fooled by 
the very short list of “accomplish-
ments” touted by Sheriff Martin 
or the fear-mongering of an in-
crease in taxes expounded by his 
supporters. Orleans County resi-
dents are smarter than this.

Sheriff Martins “accomplish-
ments” are simply the ordinary 
responses to situations and inci-
dents that have occurred in the 
past. A new facility? I believe 
the old building was being con-
demned, they had to move. A new 
fleet? The old one was crushed in 
their parking lot and insurance 
dollars paid for replacements. 
Operation Santa? I question the 
depth of his involvement in that 
project.

And if he is proud of these ac-
complishments and so insistent 
that he remain in his position, 
why not show up to a debate or 
forum with Harlow-Jacobs? She 
is ready, willing and able to share 
her thoughts, opinions and plans. 
She is in the community, she is 
meeting with Orleans County res-
idents. She is available to answer 
your questions and she wants to 
hear them.

So many of the letters I have 
read in support of Sheriff Martin 
have been written by those com-
ing from a place of comfort and 
security. From people who have 
had little or no need for a law en-
forcement response to situations 

they have found themselves in. 
But what about those who are not 
so fortunate? What about those 
who need help and aren’t familiar 
with our systems and don’t know 
where or how to access them? I 
have heard from more of them 
than I can count over the years. 
Stories recounting rudeness, dis-
respect, a lack of common cour-
tesy, flat out refusals to assist and 
even telling a constituent asking 
legitimate questions to stop call-
ing.

Why does the Orleans County 
Sheriff’s Department not provide 
the Civil Stand-By Service every 
other Vermont Sheriff provides? 
This is a critical service needed 
by many to safely access their be-
longings after leaving an unsafe 
situation. This is a major gap in 
services to victims of domestic 
violence and their children and 
warrants attention. I have asked 
Jennifer Harlow-Jacobs about this 
gap in services. She has assured 
me it will be reinstated and I have 
no doubt she will follow through. 
Posting a message on your Face-
book page to victims urging them 
to reach out for services while re-
fusing to provide basic supports 
from your department is not only 
hypocritical Sheriff Martin, it is 
offensive. Put your money where 
your mouth is.

The Orleans County Sheriff’s 
Department can have and should 
have a presence in our commu-
nity. They have existed by pro-
viding the barest of minimums. 
Jenifer Harlow-Jacobs recogniz-
es the potential it possesses. In 
addition to this, she has the en-
ergy, ability, ambition and desire 
to make it happen. Vote Jennifer 
Harlow-Jacobs on November 6.

Roxie Rivard
Troy, Vermont
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Amanda Cochrane

This month we have aimed to 
raise awareness about domestic 
violence and its root causes. We 
have also suggested key actions 
community members can take to 
support survivors. Going further 
into taking action and exploring 
the strategies to create lasting so-
cial change is the focus of the next 
part of this month-long series.

First – a vision. Imagine if we 
lived in a world where all people 
were physically safe from mental, 
physical, emotional harm from 
those around them and especially 
those with whom they are in a re-
lationship. A world that acknowl-
edges and accepts fluidity in gen-
der identity, gender expression 
and sexual orientation across a 
spectrum without threats of harm. 
Think of a society where all peo-
ple, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
citizenship, socioeconomic sta-
tus had their basic needs met and 
were free to live their lives fully 
and without fear.

It is with that vision in mind 

that we at Umbrella 
work every day.

It’s easy to look at 
the current statistics 
on the rates of do-
mestic violence and 
to get overwhelmed. 
However, by working 
systematically and ho-
listically, we believe progress can 
be made. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) of-
fer evidenced based strategies to 
prevent domestic violence across 
the lifespan which range from in-
dividual skill building to school/
community wide approaches. Not 
surprisingly, it is when many or all 
of these strategies are in place in 
a community that comprehensive 
and long-lasting change can take 
place.

At Umbrella, we work on many 
of these strategies in a variety of 
ways, described below:

1. Teach Safe and Healthy Re-
lationship Skills. Umbrella’s edu-
cators work in schools across the 

NEK to offer age-ap-
propriate interactive 
workshops about 
healthy boundaries, 
technology safety, 
consent, sexual vio-
lence, gender stereo-
types and qualities of 
healthy relationships.

2. Engage Influential Adults 
and Peers. Umbrella’s educa-
tors use bystander empowerment 
curricula to encourage a peer 
environment that does not toler-
ate gender-based violence in any 
form. We actively work to develop 
men and boys as allies in this pre-
vention work.

3. Disrupt the Developmental 
Pathways Toward Partner Vio-
lence: Umbrella works with part-
ner schools to provide supportive 
groups for at-risk children and 
also provides home visiting based 
supports to parent and child heal-
ing from the impacts of domestic 
violence.

4. Create Protective Environ-

ments: Umbrella works with local 
schools and businesses to help 
them with policies and their cli-
mate to make them safe and sup-
portive.

5. Strengthen Economic Sup-
ports for Families: Through our 
Cornucopia program, Umbrella 
works with women who have sub-
stantial barriers to employment by 
providing supportive job training 
and wrap-around services and as-
sists them with job placement.

6. Support Survivors to In-
crease Safety and Lessen Harms: 
Umbrella offers 24-hour per-
son-centered services, housing 
and legal support, safety planning 
and more.

Over the coming years we aim 
to increase the depth and breadth 
of these and other preventive 
strategies so that we can realize 
the bold vision of a world free of 
domestic violence.

Amanda Cochrane is the execu-
tive director of Umbrella.

Imagine A World Free Of Domestic Violence

See Letters, Page A5  
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