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Editorial Comment...

St. Johnsbury defense attorney and state representative Janssen 
Willhoit is running for Attorney General of Vermont.

Willhoit, a Republican, is challenging incumbent Attorney Gen-
eral TJ Donovan.

Willhoit is running on a platform of government transparency and 
criminal justice reform.

We find his candidacy patently absurd.
Willhoit is a convicted felon who served five years (of a ten year 

sentence) in a Kentucky prison for lying, cheating, defrauding and 
stealing over $100,000 from financial clients. He was released in 
2009 and quickly earned a pardon from the former Kentucky Gover-
nor for task force work he did helping offenders reintegrate into the 
community.

Almost immediately thereafter he went to Vermont law school 
and, in an impressive turnaround, was elected to the Vermont State-
house by St. Johnsbury voters in 2014. Supporters say he won them 
over by being open and honest about his criminal past.

That seemingly completed Willhoit’s catharsis from thieving 
predator to god-fearing, civic-minded, loving father of five.

During his time in the House, meanwhile, Willhoit earned a covet-
ed spot on the Judiciary Committee where he battled to make it eas-
ier for criminals to expunge their records. We certainly understand 
why he’s soft on crime, and criminals, but we struggle to understand 
how that makes him a Republican.

Here’s one possible explanation…
“I think he is the proverbial ‘Wolf in Sheep’s clothing,’” Willhoit’s 

victim - Jamie Leigh - told Seven Days last year. “… May God have 
mercy on the voters of Vermont.”

And that brings us to the thing that most bothers us about this guy.
Willhoit has never made any effort to make his victims whole. He 

says he doesn’t need to, because he already paid his debt to society.
As much as we can’t begrudge the guy a happy life in private 

practice, we simply couldn’t disagree more.
When Willhoit decided to steal another person’s life-savings, later 

opting not to pay any of it back, we feel strongly that he disqualified 
himself from serving as our state’s highest ranking law-enforcement 
officer.

Grounds For  
Disqualification

Guest Opinion

Amanda Cochrane

BY TENNYSON MARCEAU
NVRH

“Secondhand smoke is a seri-
ous health hazard causing more 
than 41,000 deaths per year. It 
can cause or make worse a wide 
range of damaging health effects 
in children and adults, including 
lung cancer, respiratory infec-
tions and asthma.” (1)

Northeastern Vermont Re-
gional Hospital (NVRH) Preven-
tion Services has been working 
toward protecting our youth and 
young adults from the dangers 
and harms of second-hand smoke 
across many environments in-
cluding in the home or car, at the 
workplace, community events, 
or public spaces such as parks 
where children play. It has be-
come the custom or social norm 
to smoke, vape, and chew or 
use any type of tobacco product 
around kids today in our “free” 
macro and micro-environments 
and ignore the overwhelming 
facts of second-hand smoke’s 
health impacts on youth. Our 
community’s youth and young 
adults are like sponges soaking 
everything in. Developmentally, 
youth and young adults are influ-
enced by their peers, family and 
community. When people smoke 
in parks around youth, this is 
what will be taught even if the 
smoker is unaware. Prevention 
Services hopes to change that 
for a healthier community and 
future.

“Second-hand smoke is espe-
cially harmful to young children. 
Second-hand smoke is respon-
sible for between 150,000 and 
300,000 lower respiratory tract 
infections in infants and children 
under 18 months of age, result-
ing in between 7,500 and 15,000 
hospitalizations each year. It also 

causes 430 sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS) deaths in the 
U.S. annually. Second-hand 
smoke exposure may cause 
buildup of fluid in the middle 
ear, resulting in 790,000 doctor’s 
office visits per year, as well as 
more than 202,000 asthma flare-
ups among children each year. 
More than 24 million, or about 
37 percent of children in the U.S. 
have been exposed to second-
hand smoke.” (1)

According to the American 
Lung Association, there is no 
risk-free level of exposure to 
second-hand smoke, and even 
short-term exposure potential-
ly can increase the risk of heart 
attacks. Second-hand smoke 
contains hundreds of chemicals 
known to be toxic or carcinogen-
ic (Cancer-causing) including 
formaldehyde, benzene, vinyl 
chloride, arsenic ammonia and 
hydrogen cyanide. (1)

Second-hand “vapor,” from 
devices such as E-cigarettes, also 
has the potential for increased 
damaging health effects. Though, 
it is too early to say exactly what 
the health effects could be with-
out long term studies. Burned 
or lit tobacco products, such as 
the cigarette, have had decades 
of scientific studies to prove the 
health effects on the user and 
non-user. The E-cigarette sci-
ence is still in its infant stages, 
known to some as the guinea pig 
era. The Surgeon General how-
ever, found that while more re-
search is needed, evidence from 
several longitude studies suggest 
that E-cigarette use is “strongly 
associated” with the use of other 
tobacco products among youth 
and young adults. (2)

Also, did you know that the 
brain is not fully developed un-

Are you tired of the ribbons de-
voted to raising awareness for one 
issue or another? Over time, some 
of the awareness months lose 
their sense of urgency as people 
get used to seeing them and only 
minimally think about the issue a 
certain color is trying to highlight.

But what awareness months al-
low us to do is put a spotlight on 
something that affects us all – one 
way or another. It provides us the 
opportunity to reflect on and hope-
fully act on an injustice of some 
kind – it is a rallying cry for those 
among us whose voices cannot al-
ways be heard.

I don’t think a week goes by 

that I look in this pa-
per and don’t see a 
story about domestic 
violence. Whether it is 
a story about the case 
involving the murder 
of Thea Collier Swartz 
or if it is about the NH 
state senator being 
accused of domestic violence. It 
may be a story at the back of the 
paper that details an account of 
abuse reported to the police. Start 
noticing the stories. These stories 
are only a small fraction of the 
domestic violence that happens in 
the NEK.

The suffering people endure 

at the hands of an 
abusive partner isn’t 
always evident. You 
might not be aware 
that your co-work-
er’s partner only puts 
enough gas in her car 
that she needs to get 
to work and nothing 

more to make sure she doesn’t 
go anywhere else; you might not 
see the bruises that your friend at 
book club has under her top be-
cause her partner hurts her where 
no one else can see; you may not 
understand that your neighbor 
puts up with their screaming and 
demeaning spouse because other-

wise their children will not have a 
safe place to live or a way to get 
to school.

Throughout this month Um-
brella will be suggesting ways 
our community can support those 
in our neighborhoods and beyond 
who are currently living within 
abusive relationships. We will 
also be looking at root causes of 
domestic violence and what Um-
brella is doing to address them. 
We are doing that to raise aware-
ness, yes – but more than that – we 
hope to inspire action. Awareness 
+ Action = Social Change.

Amanda Cochrane is the execu-
tive director of Umbrella.

Letters To The Editor ...
Support Don 
Turner

To the Editor:
As a former State Representa-

tive, Secretary of State, State Trea-
surer and Governor, I’ve worked 
with many elected officials in Ver-
mont. High among them is Repre-
sentative Don Turner-a true public 
servant by any standard.

I first met Don when I was fill-
ing a vacancy for State Represen-
tative from Milton. I remember 
interviewing him for the position 
and I was incredibly impressed 
with his deep dedication to his 
community—including serving as 
a volunteer firefighter for his en-
tire adult life. I knew right away 
that I’d met a dedicated, practical 
and common-sense leader with a 
bright future ahead.

I gladly appointed Don to the 
House. Since then, he has been 
elected 6 times overwhelmingly. 
He has risen through the ranks 
to House Minority Leader, where 
he’s been the voice of reason, 
helping Gov. Scott put the brakes 
on excessive spending and tax-
es. Don is truly committed to fo-
cusing on our state’s economic 
challenges and making Vermont 
affordable.

As Town Manager of Mil-
ton, Don has brought his prob-
lem-solving skills to a managerial 

level, where he’s helped lead his 
community forward. Whether it’s 
in his home town or under the 
Golden Dome, he’s always fo-
cused on building bridges and get-
ting things done.

We need this type of leader-
ship in Montpelier, which is why 
I’m proud to endorse Don Turner 
for Lieutenant Governor. I hope 
you’ll join me in voting for Don 
on November 6th.

Gov. Jim Douglas
Middlebury, Vermont

Lacks  
Temperament & 
Impartiality  
For Court

To the Editor:
This is in regard to the hear-

ing – the spectacle – that featured 
Dr. Christine Blasey Ford and 
Supreme Court nominee Bret 
Kavenaugh. The media, and the 
republican-dominated Senate, 
repeatedly reminded us that the 
proceedings showed us just how 
badly divided we are as a nation.

I think that’s not true. First, this 
is about an older generation of 
men in the seat of power who rep-
resent outdated views on women, 
sexual harassment and rape. They 
underplay its significance. This 
is about white privilege as repre-

sented by both male republican 
senators in general, and Bret Ka-
venaugh specifically. (Republican 
senators railed against the timing 
of the charges leveled against 
Kavenaugh, not his guilt or in-
nocence.) And, most importantly, 
this is about monied interests con-
trolling the election process, and 
elected officials representing those 
interests. Critical cases are being 
heard this October, and the repub-
licans need Kavenaugh confirmed 
in time to hear them. Allegations 
of attempted rape be damned.

Don’t let them throw feints. 
Don’t let them throw us off their 
trail. They want us to turn on each 
other so as to distract us from that 
truth. The republican senators, 
to a man, are OUTRAGED that 
we would vociferously challenge 
their abuse of power. Dr. Ford’s 
courage and sense of civic duty, 
as well as the #MeToo movement, 
deserve much of the credit for this.

What was most revealing was 
Kavenaugh’s conspiracy theories 
and livid hatred toward all things 
left of center. In his opening state-
ment, he was appalled that a “left-
wing” critic (former Virginia Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe) had said his 
appointment to the Court would 
“threaten the lives of millions of 
Americans for decades to come.” 
Alarming I suppose, but true. 
Kavenaugh is an anti-consumer 
zealot, an opponent of preexist-

ing condition protections, a critic 
of abortion rights… and he would 
be deciding cases that will affect 
millions of Americans for decades 
to come. Why is that considered a 
radical claim? Such is the impact 
of Supreme Court decisions.

There has yet to be produced 
definitive evidence that Kav-
enaugh attempted to rape Dr. Ford, 
though I feel certain it is true, giv-
en the character of Dr. Ford and 
her testimony and the character 
of Bret Kavenaugh and his obfus-
cating testimony; charges made 
against the judge by other women 
of a similar nature; and both men 
and women coming forward who 
knew Kavenaugh in prep school 
and Yale who say he is clearly ly-
ing about his uncontrolled drink-
ing and aggressive behavior when 
drunk. Bret Kavenaugh also lacks 
the emotional maturity, tempera-
ment and impartiality to sit on the 
Court.

Jeffrey Reel
Lyndon Center, Vermont

“The Present  
Crisis”

To the Editor:
With regard to the Senate Ju-

diciary hearing yesterday for Dr. 
Ford accusing Judge Kavanaugh 
of sexual assault years ago as high 
school students. I was immediate 

Environmental  
Tobacco Smoke
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